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Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) 

Contact Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm 
Interurban Campus: Liz Ashton Campus Centre 2nd floor 

Lansdowne Campus:  Alan Batey Library & Learning Commons, 1st floor 
accessible@camosun.ca  | www.camosun.ca/cal 

 

CAL welcomes students with disabilities who will seek future academic 
accommodation and related services at Camosun College.  This document is for you 
and your supporters (parents, guardians, high-school teams supporting students 
with disabilities) in your transition to the college.  

 

Follow the active QR codes or links below to explore the source info!! 
 

Learn more about working with CAL video.  Well worth the 15 minute watch!  (http://y2u.be/EME1RF-
MFZg) 
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Are college Application and Admission processes different for students with disabilities? 
 

Students with disabilities apply to study at the college through the same admitting procedures that all students use: 
https://camosun.ca/apply/how-apply 

Who registers with CAL? 
 

https://camosun.ca/apply/how-apply
http://camosun.ca/sites/default/files/2021-03/academic-accommodation.pdf


   
 

   
P a g e | 3  Dec 14/23 ver. 

developmental changes. Since college students are treated as adults including their right to control and submit their 
own information, CAL wishes to have the student provide their own medical. 

 

What about a Student’s IEP? 
 

An IEP describes special education programming and/or services used by a student in K-12 education and identifies 
learning expectations and adaptations or accommodations.  As IEPs may be developed for a student who has not been 
formally identified, CAL can advise students where they might make arrangements to obtain the necessary 
documentation from a qualified professional (e.g., physician, psychologist, other medical specialist, etc.) when 
appropriate.   
 

Does CAL pay the cost to obtain or update medical documentation?  
 

CAL does not pay the cost but there may be some support from the Student Society to assist with low-cost medical 
documentation where there is a financial barrier or the student may qualify for a government grant to have a psycho-
educational assessment updated if the student can show financial need through the BC government Student Aid system.  

How do students register with CAL? 
 

Students complete an online pre-intake application form and submit their documentation for review 
and, upon approval, meet with a CAL Instructor.  This link provides really important info and 
instructions about the online pre-intake form and the type and standard of medical required 
including downloadable forms where helpful. (https://camosun.ca/services/academic-
supports/accessible-learning/new-students) 
 
Students are asked to upload their medical documentation directly in the online pre-intake form as a 
pdf document so a CAL Instructor can review and our staff can proceed to move the student’s 
registration with CAL forward.  

 

  

When should students register with CAL? 
 

It’s best for students to register with CAL after their application to study at the college has been approved and they have 
been given a college student number.  Prospective students who are not in college classes who are seeking 
appointments with CAL are advised that there may be a wait time as staff may be serving students who are in current, 
active academic programming.   

*Students with complex accommodation needs (e.g., sign language interpreting

https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/accessible-learning/new-students
https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/accessible-learning/new-students


https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/accessible-learning/funding-centre-accessible-learning).
https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/accessible-learning/funding-centre-accessible-learning).
https://camosun.libguides.com/AccessAndAcademicSuccessServices/LearnerAutonomy)
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Will CAL staff take care of administrative aspects of informing course instructors about a student’s 
accommodations and need for accommodated test and exams?  
 

In short, no.  Academic accommodations are requested on a course by course, exam by exam basis 
by students as they are adults and are the decision makers about what they want to request.  CAL 
sends students multiple reminder emails throughout each term with information about how to 
make requests for both and the instructions and super

https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/accessible-learning/accommodation-letters-booking-accommodated-exams)
https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/accessible-learning/accommodation-letters-booking-accommodated-exams)
https://camosun.libguides.com/RolesAndResponsibilities
https://camosun.libguides.com/RolesAndResponsibilities
https://camosun.libguides.com/Student_learning_success_guides
https://camosun.libguides.com/Student_learning_success_guides
https://camosun.libguides.com/Student_learning_success_guides
https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/help-centres/writing-centre-learning-skills)
https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/help-centres/writing-centre-learning-skills)
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If you’re starting college straight after finishing high school, it can be a bit surprising 
how things are different.  Here are some tips:  
 

Don’t be fooled by the free space in your schedule.  
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https://colss-prod.ec.camosun.ca/Student/courses
https://colss-prod.ec.camosun.ca/Student/courses
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You are expected to read, save, and consult the course syllabus (outline); the syllabus spells out what is expected of you, 
when it is due, and how you will be graded. * You have to independently keep track of your progress to date and tasks to 
complete. * Your instructor can provide more info for you if you ask but they won’t guide/plan your work. 

Some examples of activities that you will be expected to carry out during your own time are: 
 

• Reading the lecture notes and making sure you understand them 

• Studying textbooks / course packs/ lab or shop manuals / course D2L site structure and content 

• Wider reading to learn context and get clear about how your courses fit into the broader discipline of study 

• Working on exercises and coursework assignments  

• Completing online activities including online assignments and course posts, and contributing to face to face or 
online discussions 

 

Pace yourself. 
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groceries, cook, maintain an apartment, do your own laundry, learn how to live with a roommate, take public 
transportation and possibly balance working part time. These things all take time and attention and may impact your 
studies in ways you have not anticipated.  

Peer network. 
 

If your friends don’t attend the same college, you may be without a support system. During high school, students often 
depend on their family and peers for support in problem solving, decision making and day-to-day activities, thus they 
may need a new support network. 

College activities, organizations, clubs and support groups can help to build new networks. 

Depression and loneliness. 
 

The expectations of being a college student can raise your stress level, contribute to emotional lows and loneliness. 
Some find temporary relief in partying or isolating themselves which, in the long run, may contribute to depression. If 
stress or depression are issues for you, seek professional support at Camosun Counselling Services.  These services are 
included in your student fees.  Counselors are trained to listen and can help students get back on track. 

Staying healthy/sickness/health conditions. 
 

Heightened stress, poor self-care, and lack of sleep can cause health problems. Living in close quarters also poses health 
risks and can increase your chances of contracting illnesses. Eating healthy, balanced meals, getting a good night's rest 
as well and washing your hands regularly can help. If an illness does develop seek medical help from your physician or 
you do have special coverage as a Camosun student with my 
https://www.mystudentplan.ca/camosun/en/myvirtualdoctor 

Be patient with yourself! 
 

Remember, you are entering a different learning environment 

https://www.mystudentplan.ca/camosun/en/myvirtualdoctor
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