Dan Reeve: Hi and welcome to another applied learning podcast. I’'m your host, Dan Reeve.
This time | sit down with Yolina Denchev, and we go through how applied
learning plays such a pivotal role in the work she is doing in Economics and

trade. | hope you listen in and enjoy.
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Yolina Denchev:

Dan Reeve:

particular concept or a theory or an idea? What kind of gets you started on this
path?

| think, as | mentioned before, our area, Economics, tends to be quite
theoretical in nature. If the material is only delivered at that level, it is possible,
for example, that students might be left thinking that trade agreements or trade
policy is just something of an abstract nature, something out there that doesn't
affect them or doesn't concern them. That's why | brought in this applied
learning project in the international trade course, because | want students to
experience first-hand the importance of trade policy and trade restrictions and
trade barriers, and go through the export process in real time, and see how that
affects an actual company that is currently exporting.

That's excellent. When you're planning your class or your event, what do you
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Dan Reeve:

Yolina Denchev:

Dan Reeve:

of the provisions of the agreement is that tariffs are eliminated upon the
agreement going into force. So one day you have a tariff. The next day you don't
and | think that those experiences become unforgettable experiences for
students, and they clearly teach them how important it is to be current with the
regulatory environment for doing business.

All right. Excellent. Now from your point of view, when you're sort of thinking
about doing an activity, how do you know when you're ready to try an applied
learning activity? And maybe you don't.

Well, I don't know if anyone can say that they're fully ready to launch into an
innovated applied learning project. From my experience, | had taught this
international trade course for a while. Actually, | designed the course. | put it
through the curriculum, and | know that this course by design has always had an
applied learning component and | had tried different ones throughout the years.
| had tried case studies. | had tried classroom experiments. | had invited guest
speakers, but | became intrigued to do this international team teaching project,
and to work with a real company just as an opportunity to bring something new
to the course, something more challenging, something more ambitious. In a
way, it was pure curiosity to get into something like that. | was ready to explore,
and to experiment, and to risk, and to learn, and ultimately to bring something
new and innovative to my students.

Excellent. How did y
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done the reflection, and now we're on to the on-the-ground work of the
orientation and training and engagement.

Dan Reeve: When you're beginning, how do you prepare yourself to guide an experiential
learning activity?

Yolina Denchev: This is probably the most difficult part for me, and this is the part maybe where |
feel | could get some help. | reached out to other institutions here in B.C. that
have tried similar international team teaching projects, and | learned from their
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Yolina Denchev: Sometimes students are a little bit worried about that because they tend to
think that they have only done good work on the project if they immediately
found a partner or a client. | have to explain to them that entering a foreign
market is not something that actually happens in the course of one semester,
let alone six weeks. Some of our guest speakers from Small Business BC, and the
Export Navigator program, they talk about that as well in the course of the
semester. So students realize that entering a foreign market sometimes takes a
year, a year-and-a-half to two years worth of research. So in that sense, their
evaluation cannot be tied to a successful market entry within a very short
period of time. That is not possible.
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